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Introduction  

Project Background  

 

Franklin Boulevard, with its wide lanes and fast -moving vehicles, can be an 

uninviting, unsafe, and uncomfortable street. For people who walk, bike, or take 

the bus, Franklin Boulevard can be a significant barrier to getting from place to 

place. To remedy this, in late 2018 the city launched the Franklin Blvd 

Transformation project . The project aims to redesign Franklin Boulevard 

between Alder Street and Interstate -5 into a multi -modal urban street that places 

more priority on people and placemaking ; the pr oject also includes Garden 

Avenue and its connections to Franklin Boulevard . Four goals guide work on the 

project:  

¶ Goal 1: Transform Franklin Boulevard into a pleasant, safe, comfortable, 

multimodal street.  

¶ Goal 2: Reinforce Franklin Boulevard as the spine of the regional EmX system.  

¶ Goal 3: Strengthen connections across and along Franklin Boulevard.  

¶ Goal 4: Reconstruct Franklin Boulevard to be consistent with adopted plans 

and considering environmental impac ts and cost.  

The project planning and design phase is currently underway and is anticipated 

to take place through November 2019. As part of the planning phase, a n open 

house  was held on May 29 , 2019  where  the public was introduced to the 

projectõs most current design concepts and project  alternatives . City staff 

solicited feedback on the designs that  will assist in alternatives refinement and 

selecting a final design.  The City also hosted an  online open ho use for those 

who could not attend the in -person  open house . 

 

Open House  Background  

 

Over ninety (90) members of the community attended the May 29
th

 open house. 

The open house consisted of five stations . First was a welcome station 

describing the purpose and goals of the project, as well as a summary of work 

done to date. Next were stations for the gateway, bikeway, and roadway options. 

These stations contained information boards that described and visually 

depicted the option s available for each element of the project. Attendees were 

provided with comment cards and post -it notes through  which they could 

provide commentary ð questions, concerns, suggestions, likes and dislikes . 

Attendees were also encouraged to indicate the gat eway character option they 

liked most and to choose from a list of options which considerations should be 

prioritized in Franklin Blvdõs design. 
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An online open house was created  so that persons  unable to  attend the in -

person option were provided with  the same level of access to project information  

and feedback  opportunities . The online open house was hosted on the projectõs 

home page at  www.eugene -or.gov/Franklin . It featured PDF files containing the 

same maps and information boards  used in the in -person open house. Visitors 

to the online open house were also directed to an online survey designed to 

collect their feedback on design options and project priorities. The online open 

house opened on June 5, 2019. It was promoted through s ocial media, 

presentations, and the Cityõs InMotion active transportation e -newsletter. It 

generated 199 responses before closing on July 14, 2019. An additional two 

responses were recorded through a four -day grace period.   

Survey Background  

 

Persons who t ook the online survey answered a series of six questions. The first 

two questions related to design characteristics for the proposed west and east 

gateways that could bookend the project area. The third sought to better 

understand respondentsõ perceptions about signalized and roundabout 

intersections. The fourth aimed to determine which street service elements are 

most important to respondents ñ for example: ease of movement for 

automobiles, ease of crossings for pedestrians and bicyclists, or landscaping . 

Finally, survey participants were provided with an open -ended comment box to 

share ideas and concerns about the project and proposed designs and asked 

what zip code they reside in.  

 

What We Heard  

Summary of Responses  

 

Gateway s 

Survey p articipants were asked if they preferred roundabouts or signalized 

intersections for the proposed west and east gateways that will bookend the 

project area. The question was accompanied by draft drawing s for each option, 

as seen in Figure s 1-2. Approximately two -thirds (64%) of survey respondents 

indicated that they prefer the roundabout design option.  Additionally, 

participants were asked about their preference for gateways to be designed as a 

plaza, fil led with landscaping, or showcasing  art. Examples from other cities of 

each potential gateway characteristic, in both roundabout and signalized 

intersection form, were provided with the question to illustrate the possibilities 

of each characteristic  [see Figure s 3-5]. This same question, accompanied by the 

same images, was available during the in -person open house as well. The 

landscape option is the preferred gateway design characteristic for both 

online and in -person open house participants  (40% in total) , followed closely 

by the plaza option (37%).  
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Figure 1. Design Drawings of Roundabout Gateways  

 

 

Figure 2. Design Drawings of Signalized Gateways  

 

 

Figure 3. Examples of Landscaped Gateways, Roundabout/Signalized  

     

 

Figure 4.  Examples of Plaza Gateways, Roundabout/Signalized  
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Figure 5.  Examples of Art Gateways, Roundabout/Signalized  

     

Participants were encouraged  to share their thoughts and opinions  about the 

proposed gateway design elements. Most comments focused  on safety. 

Respondents stressed the importance of making intersections along Franklin 

Boulevard safe for all  modes of transportation. They also raised concern that art 

or landscaping might block sightlines and that art could potentially be 

distracting for motorists operating a vehicle. The plaza design was not immune 

to concern. Comments for the plaza design questioned both the safety of people 

hanging out in an active i ntersection and the quality of life they could expect 

surrounding themselves with noise and car fumes while doing so.  On the other 

hand, some respondents liked the idea of gateways being usable and functional 

spaces as provided by the plaza design.  

Most of  the remaining comments either (a) expressed worry that removing a lane 

of traffic  might cause congestion, or (b) reminded the City  that it  need not 

commit itself to only one gateway design element ñ that elements could be 

mixed and matched. Comments about  the later urged for gateway designs to be 

context sensitive to surrounding land uses.  

 

Intersections  

The Franklin Blvd Transformation is proposin g constructing  roundabouts at 

some, if not all, intersections in the project area. Project staff sought  to better 

understand Eugenians perceptions related to both roundabout and signalized 

(traditional) intersections. Survey respondents were provided with an illustrated 

example of both a roundabout and signalized intersection at Franklin Blvd and 

13
th

 Avenu e [see Figure 6] . They were then given a  series of statements and 

asked to indicate which statements they found true.  

  



   
 

Survey Summary  Page 7 

 

Figure 6. Illustrations of a Roundabout and Signalized Intersections at 

Franklin Blvd and 13
th

 Avenue  

  

 

Table 1. Percentage of Total R espondents That Indicated Each Statement 

about Roundabouts and Signalized Intersections to Be True  

Statement  % Agreement  

Flashing beacons at roundabouts alert drivers to my presence.  46% 

Drivers don't see me in a roundabout.  46% 

I don't like roundabouts when I ride a bike.  40% 

Turning cars create a conflict at roundabouts.  38% 

Turning cars create a conflict at signalized intersections that 

concern me.  36% 

I don't like roundabouts when I am walking.  37% 

Signalized intersections require longer crossing distances.  25% 

Roundabouts require out of direction travel.  21% 

I don't like signalized intersections when I ride a bike.  16% 

I don't like signalized intersections when I am walking.  13% 

 

Participants were encouraged  to share any additional thoughts or ideas about 

intersection design. Most responses fe ll into one of two categories: (a) the 

sharing of concerns or (b) suggestions for design and/or regulation. Almost all 

concerns were about roundabouts . Some commenters belie ve t hat they are 

potentially more dangerous and difficult to cross for bicyclists and pedestrians. 

Some believe they introduce additional conflict between pedestrians/bicyclists 

and motorists. Others expressed anxiety about knowing how to navigate and 

inte ract with a roundabout. Yet others shared concern about sightlines and 

being able to safely see oncoming vehicles, bicycles, or pedestrians when 

navigating through a roundabout. Suggestions provided by respondents include 

installing a pedestrian bridge ove r Franklin Boulevard, implementing raised 

crosswalks, and installing additional signage and signals (including bike signals 

and rectangular -rapid -flashing -beacons , also known as RRFBs or stutter flashes). 

An additional suggestion was to implement a law to  signal entering and exiting a 

roundabout.  
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Street Service Elements  

Street service elements are the individual factors and components that influence 

the way the street works and operates on a larger scale. These include 

crosswalks, traffic signs or signals,  and landscaping. There are t hree design 

alternatives are being considered for the Franklin Blvd Transformation. Each 

alternative has trade -offs that impact the street service elements differently.  

In Alternative A all intersections along Franklin Boulevar d between Kincaid and 

Walnut Streets use  roundabouts. In Alternative B they are all signalized. 

Alternative C uses roundabouts at some intersections and signals at others . A 

trade -off  example  is that there is less room for landscaping options in 

Alternativ e B than Alternatives A and C.  Images of the alternatives are in 

Appendix A.  

To help inform a final alternative selection, p roject staff wanted to know which 

service elements the community consider most important. Attendees  at the in -

person open house were provided with a list of street service  elements and 

asked to select  their top three . Online survey participants were provided with the 

same list of elements, plus an additional t hree , and asked to rank on a scale of 

one (n ot important) to five (extremely important) how important they consider 

each element to be . Answers to the online survey were weighted and averaged. 

Participants of both the in -person and online open houses indicated service 

elements that benefit walking, biking, and transit to be the  most important.  

Table 2 shows in more detail the results of both surveys, highlighting the four 

most selected service elements . 

Table 2. Degree of Importance of Street Service Elements as Indicated by  

In-Person and Online Ope n House Participants  

Online Open House 
May 29th Open 

House 

Street Service Element 
Weighted 
Average # of Sticky Dots 

Ease of Pedestrian/Bike Crossings 4.25 13 

Connectivity for People Walking and Biking 4.16 14 

Ease of Transit Movement 4.11 11 

Safety and Lower Traffic Speed 3.99 17 

Ease of Traffic Movement 3.98 7 

Automobile Ease of Access 3.51 2 

Landscaping 3.51 4 

Effects on Businesses 3.44 N/A 

Cost 3.19 N/A 

Gateway Opportunities 3.09 N/A 

Have Less Right-of-Way Impact 2.91 0 

Less Out-of-Direction Travel for Motorists 2.65 3 
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Open Comments  

Participants of the online survey were provided the opportunity to share any 

remaining thoughts, ideas, and concerns they had regarding the project. 

Attendees of the in -person open house were given comment cards so they could 

do the same. Comments ranged from support  (or lack there -of ) for the project , 

to concerns about safety and congestion , to suggestions on landscaping and to 

re-direct pedestrians and bicyclists off  Franklin Boulevard altogether.  

Common comments include:  

¶ Support for roundabout s 

¶ Lack of support for roundabouts ð either flat  out or due to high degree of 

concern  

¶ Asking for additional crossings, with suggestions on how and  where to 

place them  

¶ Calls for improved safety for all  modes of transportation, as well as call -

outs to specific modes  

¶ Suggestions for built environment design, including how to design 

buildings and landscaping  

¶ Requests to both reduce and not reduce the number of traffic lanes  

¶ To prioritize active transportation (walking/biking/public transportation)  

¶ To prioritize automobiles  

 

A list of all comments is provided in Appendix D. All comments will be 

considered in the selection of a final design, but the y are varied and  sometimes  

contradictory.  Design  evaluation criteria  will be used  as a lens through which  the 

comments will be considered as the city moves to a  final design selection.   

 

Design Evaluation Criteria  

 

Design evaluation criteria will guide the selection of a final design alternative. 

Because each alternative has its own set of pros and cons, evaluation criteria are 

performance metrics that will assist with determining which design best meets 

the projectõs goals. These criteria have been honed by feedback provided from 

the first design open house held in January 2019 and the online survey that 

followed. During that time  the community was asked what about the current 

Franklin Boulevard they like, donõt like, or think is missing, and what key values 

should shape t he future of Franklin Boulevard . Feedback provided during the 

May 2019 open house and ensuing online survey will complement the evaluation 

criteria.  
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COMFORT AND SAFETY   MOBILITY AND ACCESS 
                      

For People Walking and Biking   For People Walking and Walking 

Number of Conflict Points - fewer is safer   
Number of designed pedestrian crossings - more is 
better 

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Level of Stress   
Average distance between designed crossings - 
less is better 

For Transit   
Out of direction travel for people walking and 
biking along Franklin - less is better 

Dedicated guideway for transit vs. bus travel in 
mixed traffic   

Average curb to curb crossing distance - less is 
better 

Number of left-turns across bus lanes - fewer is 
safer   

Accommodation of people with mobility and visual 
impairments 

Percentage of intersections with signal priority for 
transit - higher % is safer   For Transit 

Roadway Safety   Increases frequency of service 

Travel behavior/Traffic calming measure for 
vehicles prior to pedestrian crossing at stations to 
manage traffic speed approaching crossing   

Average eastbound PM rush hour travel time - 
faster is better 

Design speed   For Vehicles 

Number of Conflict Points - fewer is safer   Amount of congestion - less is better 

            Average PM rush hour travel time - faster is better 

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS   
Out of direction travel for people driving along  
Franklin - less is better 

Historic sites affected   Truck mobility and access 

Number of trees removed   

Network connectivity: # of vehicle turning 
movement opportunities - more means more 
connectivity 

Emissions/carbon footprint               

Number of noise sensitive land uses within 
screening distances   QUALITY OF LIFE 

Acreages of necessary right-of-way acquisition   
Landscape Area: Total acreage available for 
landscaping 

Acres of impervious surface   Gateway opportunities 

                      

            ECONOMIC FACTORS 
            Construction cost 

            Operation and maintenance costs 
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Appendix A: Alternatives Images  

 

Image A1. Alternative A ð All Roundabouts  

 

 

Image A2. Alternative B ð All Signals  
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Image A3. Alternative C ð Hybrid, Mix of Roundabouts and Signals  
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Appendix B: Additional Survey Result  Tables  

 

Table B1 (Left). Percentage of Survey Respondents Who Prefer Gateways be either 

Roundabout or Signalized Intersections  

Table B2 (Right). Percentage of Open H ouse Participants Who Prefer that Gateways be 

either Landscaped, A Plaza, or Filled with Art  

Roundabout Gateway 128 64%    Online In-Person Total 

Signalized Gateway 73 36%  Landscape Gateway 82 39% 21 43% 103 40% 

  201   Plaza Gateway 78 38% 18 37% 96 37% 

    Art Gateway 48 23% 10 20% 58 23% 

      208*   49  257  
*Some respondents might have selected multiple options, 195 actual respondents 

 

Table B3 (Left). Statements about Roundabout and Signalized Intersections and the 

Percentage of Survey Respondents Who Found Them to be True  

Table B4 (Right). Zip  Codes in which Survey Respondents Live  

Flashing beacons at roundabouts alert 
drivers to my presence. 86 46%  97405 55 32%   

Drivers don't see me in a roundabout. 86 46%  97401 34 20%   

I don't like roundabouts when I ride a bike. 75 40%  97403 33 19%   

Turning cars create a conflict at 
roundabouts. 71 38%  97402 27 16%   

Turning cars create a conflict at signalized 
intersections that concern me. 68 36%  97477 11 6%   

I don't like roundabouts when I am walking. 70 37%  97404 6 3%   

Signalized intersections require longer 
crossing distances. 47 25%  97478 3 2%   
Roundabouts require out of direction 
travel. 40 21%  97408 2 1%   

I don't like signalized intersections when I 
ride a bike. 30 16%  97448 1 1% 

Junction City, 
OR 

I don't like signalized intersections when I 
am walking. 24 13%  97424 1 1% 

Cottage Grove. 
OR 

Total Respondents 188    97223 1 1% Tigard, OR 

      174    
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Appendix C: Open Comments  - Categorized  

 

Table C1. Open Comments ð Categorized  

ROUNDABOUTS   BUILT ENVIRONMENT DESIGN   STREET DESIGN 

Positive/Negative Opinion   People -centered design   Don't cut lanes  

Support roundabouts   

People-scale Franklin: businesses face 

street, peds can walk up to front doors 

w/o walking through a parking lot   Road diet please  

Like Springfield design   Develop plazas   

Need west -bound left turn onto 

Agate  

No to roundabouts   Enhance aesthetics   Restrict vehicular turning movements  

Don't repeat Springfield õs double -

roundabout   Incorporate open public space   Concern about ease of turns  

Concerns   Water feature    

Concern about unfamiliarity of 

roundabouts   Keep visual access to Willamette   AUTOMOBILES  

Concern about bike/ped crossings if 

roundabout   Landscaping   

Not everyone can ride a bike or take 

the bus.  

Suggestions   Use natives for landscaping   

Don't take away Hiron õs/M arket of 

Choice  parking  

If roundabout, include lane signage     Want vehicular river access  

If roundabout, include mid -block 

crossings   

West gateway to encourage western 

development on Broadway   Congestion/Throughput  

EmX should not go straight through 

roundabouts     Consider effect of MKA on traffic  

    Worry about congestion  

    Focus on speed for cars (throughput)  

 

    Shorter lights  
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CROSSINGS/CONNECTIONS   SAFETY  BIKE/PED/EMX  

Need more bike/ped crossings   Make It Safe   Prioritize active transportation  

Install pedestrian bridge   Safety for all modes   Focus on pedestrians  

13th/Franklin crosswalk   Reduce speed   

Want good bike/ped connection 

to Glenwood/Springfield  

Bike connections to River Path   Ensure bike safety   Double track EmX  

  

Worry about bike/ped safety in 

roundabouts   

Bike/Ped Shouldn't be on 

Franklin  

  Franklin isé  

River path/Campus is better 

option for bike/ped  

  Franklin is scary to bike   Focus bicyclists along river  

  Franklin is unsafe    

  Franklin is a barrier    

     

ADDITIONAL  

Do Nothing   Uncategorized   Beyond Project Scope  

No need for project   Concern about homeless   

Reclaim Franklin from UO for 

community  

Stop project   Concern about vandalization   

Zone area for business and 

family -friendly, not student 

apartment s 

Leave Franklin alone   

Concerned about long -term cost -

benefit   

Get rid of south bound I -5 

entrance - would economically 

benefit Glenwood  

General Support   

Shared-use paths are confusing and send  

mixed m essages  

Make Franklin great   

Coordinate with Springfield 

(construction)   

Create a bike/ped crossing 

between trail in franklin city park 

and trail to 15
th

/Fairmont 

Neighborhood  

 

Opportunity to be progressive   Coordinate with Springfield (design)     
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Appendix D: Open Comments - Raw 

  

Table D1. Open Comments ð Raw 

1 

I just visited the new Vancouver, WA riverfront development. Itõs phenomenal. Looks like they turned what once was a dilapidated area 

into a gorgeous landscapes, well -designed multi use space with restaurants and parks.  

2 

This is an opportunity for the c ity to grow a pair and show the United States that Eugene is willing to be the incubator/laboratory city for 

revolutionary policy and planning!  

3 There is no problem with Franklin. Stop this project.  

4 make it so drivers can get from I -5 to downtown/campus quickly, that is the kind of gateway that is memorable, in a good way  

6 

I work at UO in a building on the North side of Franklin. I have to  cross Franklin often. It is cumbersome and unsafe. I feel quite 

disconnected from campus because of it ñas it creates a great barrier. I also have to bike down the sidewalk, next to pedestrians, on my 

daily commute.  

7 

traffic is already at max....don't cut any lanes. Other options for walking and biking are at the river and 15th for thruways. get uncle phil 

to provide an access for all bridge over franklin!  

8 

Franklin is where a lot of out -of -towners will experience Eugene for first time due to Matt Knight and University of Oregon.  Put your best 

foot forward.  

9 

Pedestrian and other forms of movement across Franklin is really important . Density along Franklin is significant - reduced speed and 

more cross connections for people is critically important.  

10  

Please reprioritize vehicles and prioritize mass transit, protected bicycle lanes, and pedestrian safety. Consult an actual e xpert. Consult 

three experts.  

11  

The loss of turn lanes on Franklin due to the EMX has already made it more difficult to get around. Traffic congestion and th e number of 

ill -timed lights make passage through Franklin slow, particularly at rush hour. When there is an event at the arena, th e traffic backs up all 

the way to Coburg Road. I have even seen traffic backed up past Oakway Center when there was an arena event. Because of the r iver and 

the way campus extends down to 18th, there is really no easy way to bypass that congestion if you a re trying to get to Main Street in 

Springfield. If you find yourself trapped in one of these traffic jams, there is no easy escape. I can't imagine what traffic  would be like if 

we lose another lane. It seems silly to add another EMX lane that will sit emp ty most of the time. I understand that the city would like 

everyone to just ride bikes and buses everywhere, but the fact is that there are not enough bike paths (not bike lanes direct ly adjacent to 

traffic or directly in traffic) that are safe and enjoyab le to ride with children (not to mention the rain and winter weather, hot summer 

days, and some steep hills). Some of us also have chronic illnesses, injuries, or other physical limitations that make biking  difficult. Buses 

take too long, do not come often  enough, and routes are too limited to ever make that a viable option for people who need to dash from 

work to pick kids up from school and ferry them to after school activities, run errands, help aging parents, go to the doctor , etc. The 

increase in traff ic congestion I have noticed around town in the last couple of years has created a lot of extra stress and reduces our 

special Eugene quality of life. While I appreciate that the city is trying to make it easier for people to bike and ride buss es, I hope t hat the 

Franklin Boulevard redesign will not be another example of drivers (the majority) being squeezed. That's my perspective... th anks for this 

opportunity to speak my mind.  
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12  

Stop and go traffic has always been so horrible on Franklin. Stop lights and ex excessively long crosswalks are the culprits. 100% support 

roundabouts with shorter flashing crosswalks!  

13  

The city constantly puts alternative transportation as a priority, but  forgets that a larger majority require the use of automobiles and it 

just creates a hardship on a larger group when you take away vehicle lanes.  

15  Appreciate the usefulness of roundabouts after traveling to and from and through Springfield for work over  a period of months.  

16  

I don't have any concerns  but it seems that you might want to ask where I work since that is where I spend most of my time. It's in the 

Franklin area and travel in that area affects my life. I don't know why you are asking for my home zip.  

17  Pedestrian safety when events are happening  

18  

Roundabouts have consistently been proven to be safer, faster, and more volume efficient than signalized crossings.  Why is t his even 

under debate?  

19  

Do not sacrifice the ability to get places in cars for pedestrians or cyclists! I make my living driving in this city and mus t be able to get 

places quickly. Yes, pedestrians are important but I have to make a living.  

20  Transit would be a lot more efficient if it did not share a single lane in spots  

21  

Franklin is one of the major roads into the city and to the UofO campus. For a lot of visitors  itõs the first thing they will see after leaving 

the freeway. Letõs make it a statement road. A road that we, Eugene can be proud of. Letõs make Franklin the boulevard that it deserves to 

be to allow a grand entrance to our magnificent City. I believe in you  

22  No more roundabouts.  

24  With campus and event traffic and Franklin being a major route to the freeway, I worry about congestion and safety for pedest rians/bikes.  

25  

I am a newcomer to Eugene, and while getting around on bike is relatively easy, Franklin Blvd. is a nightmare. Particularly the traffic 

between Villard and I -5 -- it's way, way too fast. Please put Franklin Blvd. on a serious road diet!  

26  

With Franklin being so busy people already don't know how to use roundabouts it's scary to think of that  

 much traffic on those  

28  Keeping in mind the ease of traffic during events at Matthew Knight Arena.  

29  

Please make this an IMPROVEMENT and take into consideration all users of the space.  This is a high traffic area and traffic needs to flow, 

while still maintaining safety for all.  

30  Make me feel safe biking on Franklin please! It's very scary and inconvenient anytime I have to bike there!  

31  

I hope you also look at how to fix the East Broadway/Franklin/Coburg Road interchange! The design of that area is a huge impe diment to 

the development of this part of town.  

32  I really like the roundabout designs.  

33  Keep ambulances and police to direct traffic on standby during ducks games and events if you introduce roundabouts.  
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34  

In my experience this stretch of Franklin is currently one of only a few streets in Eugene that I can transit through quickly and efficiently 

without frustration. Cutting the number of lanes and adding roundabouts will change that entirely.  

I regularly bike or walk on the river path network and on th e University campus. Those are much more pleasant alternatives for non -

motorized traffic as is. Even if Franklin was modified to better accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists I still would avoid i t in favor of the 

other two options.  

35  

Iõm concerned about  the roundabout. I think that if it is in place, multiple (at least three) signs should be placed before the entree CR so 

that drives know which lane the want to, and more importantly DONõT want to be in.  

As a student who sometimes bikes from east Springf ield to campus, Iõm not concerned with nick lances on Franklin Blvd, since I can take 

the lovely bike path through Alton Baker Park. The bike accommodation is Springfield, however, is horrifying. Iõve been nearly missed by 

busses and trucks multiple times on Main Street in Springfield. I know you probably donõt care about that for this project, but Iõm still 

throwing it out there... bike safety is Springfield is Bad.  

37  Really my main concern is the reduction of traffic lanes. Iõm not sure why the current situation requires a drastic redesign.  

38  Please ensure bikes are protected through the entire street. Please please please!  

39  landscaping has to  be maintained along with irrigation - design friendly (please)  

40  

So excited to see the possibilities here! Really cool. The roundabout model will also flow nicely from those coming to/from S pringfield via 

this route as well.  

41  

It would be nice to have a portion of the river that could be accessed by vehicles so that we could just pull up and watch the river, have 

lunch....  

42  

Can these designs handle the traffic load on these street?  If a driver is going one direction but needs to get to a business on other side of 

street can this be done easily?  

43  

I prefer you leave it like it is.  But I know that it's probably not an option.  Franklin is an important automobile thorofar e. Making it more 

congested is the wrong thing to do.  

44  Think future --less cars, more transit, more active transit...less cars, l ess cars, less cars  

45  Find ways to slow down the cars!  Drivers are in too big of a hurry these days.  

46  The double roundabout entrance to Springfield is very confusing. Prefer to not repeat that design  

47  

What is out of direction traffic?  And how about overhead bike/per bridges, as for the Knight Science complex on the north side of 

Franklin?  

48  

How will either a roundabout or an  signal work with extreme traffic after basketball games or other events on campus. Roundabouts work 

well where drivers are familiar with them, but can be fraught for drivers who encounter them for the first time or infrequent ly, especially 

in an unfamilia r place and with heavy traffic.  

49  Fire the whole planning dept  
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50  

Use the landscaping and use of right of way to creating  positive outdoor spaces ("rooms") that are desirable, safe and lively for those on 

foot. This can be done by bringing them pedestrian areas right up to the front doors of businesses and encouraging building t o develop 

street front entrances (as most curre ntly do. But separating with parking). Ensure zoning allows interesting street fronting development. 

Use these positive outdoor spaces to develop plazas, with benches, fountains, and other utilities to encourage people to dwel l. Please 

ensure that the bike  lanes integrate with existing bike paths in clear, common sense ways (I'm thinking of the current bike path entrance 

on the NW corner of Franklin and Villard). Lastly, I encourage you to set it up on the west gateway to encourage Broadway to the West to 

develop into more of a human -scale street. Thank you!!  

51  I like the way the Springfield end is designed.  

52  

I think properly designed roundabouts could solve a lot of issues that exist here, but my concerns are the bike/ped crossing options. 

Crossing at the roundabout can be dangerous, so please explore mid -block options that have better visibility.  

53  

The crosswalk at the Hub makes it very difficult for Broadway traffic to merge onto Franklin due to the back up of traffic co ming off Ferry 

St Bridge. Skybridge or other none traffic hindering access is really needed at this location! This is a daily traff ic back up especially around 

5pm. Matthew Knight Arena 13th & Franklin intersection crosswalk (skybridge preferably) needs some help for safe pedestrian c rossing 

during & around events.  

54  

Donõt strangle the flow of traffic on one of the major roads in the city.  People need to be able to commute in a safe and timely manner.  

The pedestrian bridge across Franklin is a good start.  

55  

As it is right now, Franklin is horrible. It looks bad, EMX is completely baffling to people visiting, and I have been almost  hit so many 

times by people swerving to avoid a bus they think is coming into their lane. Stop signs are often run, and people tur ning fail to see if any 

bicycles or pedestrians are approaching. Students walk in front of cars without a second thought. Frankly, Iõm surprised there arenõt more 

accidents. If roundabouts are installed, itõll be a nightmare. People can barely function as it is.  

56  

The affects on businesses question above is interesting. There is a lot of evidence that people -centered design actually increases  money 

spent in an area. So, people who are traveling by bike/foot are more likely to stop in to businesses and spend money. I think  linking 

economic success to the ease of car travel is inaccurate.  

57  

Roundabouts act as Gateway treatments on their own.  I don't think an additional roundabout is needed to create this.  The fe wer 

intersections, the better.  Roundabouts should be installed at the intersections.  Bus Rapid Transit should not go straight t hr ough the 

roundabouts as it is unneeded.  

58  

Franklin Blvd & Villard intersection is horrible. It's a 3/4 intersection for pedestrians/bicyclists. Nobody follows the post ed sign for 

oncoming turning traffic to wait for oncoming and hog the intersection and cause a blockage for other cars needing to t urn and go 

straight, not to mention they ignore the VERY LONG crosswalk and pedestrians in them because of how long it is.  

59  Concerned about the homeless vandalizing  

60  The campus area is a vibrant and congested area, I would not like to see a piece of valuable land become stagnant or unused.   

61  

best thing for bikes is many easy connections to the river bike path, so that bikes travelling parallel to franklin aren't riding on franklin 

itself.  




